
Police Community Support Officer Newsletter 

GREAT CHART WITH SINGLETON – SEPTEMBER 2021 

 
 
 
 

Hello there. I am the local Police Community Support Officer 
for your area. This is my monthly report which is sent to the 
parish council, councillors, Neighbourhood Watch co-
ordinators, and other members of the community who may 
be interested to receive it. The report is a general overview 
of what I have been doing this month and gives crime 
prevention advice.  
 
 

Crime statistics can be found at: https://www.police.uk/ 
 

Alternatively, Neighbourhood Watch (NHW) send out regular updates in relation to crimes 
that have happened in the Ashford area. If you wish to receive these updates directly then 
please contact Andrew Judd who is the Volunteer and Neighbourhood Watch Liaison Officer. 
His contact details are as follows: 

Tel:   01233 896151 
Email:  andrew.judd@kent.police.uk 
Address:  Ashford Police Station, 
  Tufton Street, 
  Ashford 
  TN23 1BT 
 

 

Even through September was a glorious sunny month, Autumn is now 

definitely upon us with the days becoming shorter.  

Autumn means that Halloween will soon be here.  I am aware that 

there will be residents that are worried about people coming to their 

door trick or treating, particularly those calling late in the evening. 

Remember, you do not have to answer the door to them. 

You can make this clear by printing off and displaying the leaflet that I 

have included at the end of this email in your window or door.  

September saw schools and colleges return after the summer break. 

During the month I attended Ashford College’s Freshers Fair with other 

Kent Police colleagues. It was great to have a chat with the students 

regarding their future careers and offer any advice.  

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

https://www.police.uk/
mailto:andrew.judd@kent.police.uk


Coronavirus  
 
The Government has released a document that outlines its plans for this 
autumn and winter. Please refer to the following website for the most up 
to date information: 
 
https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus 

 

 

Local News 

Great Chart - During September, there was a spate of burglaries in 

The Street along with the theft of two vans. However, I am pleased 

to say that a male was detained. Myself and our Crime Prevention 

PCSO did attend the home addresses of those who have been affected 

and words of advice were given. I then went and delivered home and 

garden security leaflets to the residents of The Street. Whilst I was 

there, I managed to speak to a number of the residents and offer 

reassurance. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A28 Great Chart Bypass – A number of residents have contacted Kent 

Police regarding speeding / noisy vehicles along the A28. We are aware of the 

issues here and are patrolling the area. Our special constables are also 

carrying out speed checks in the Singleton area.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus


Singleton Lake – Kent Police has received a report of a nuisance quad bike driving around the footpaths at Singleton 

Lake. A patrol was deployed but unfortunately the quad bike could not be seen. As always, please do report nuisance 

vehicles to us, ideally with video footage. 

20mph Zone – Please be aware that, as from 1st September, certain roads in Singleton have had the speed limit 

reduced to 20mph. The roads affected are listed below: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The parish council and I will be in Hoxton Close on 4th October to raise awareness. 

 

Out and About 

During September, I joined parish councillors and officers from the 

Chilmington Management Organisation at the “Getting to Know You” 

event. The sun shone for us and we were able to meet a number of 

residents that have recently moved to the new Chilmington 

developments. It was a very successful day and enjoyed by all those that 

attended. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Other Kent Police News  

Return of power tools shows importance of marking equipment 

The importance of marking high-value items has been highlighted after tools were returned to an Ashford business 

two years after they were stolen. 

The company near Willesborough had its depot broken into in August 2019 and power tools worth an estimated £5,000 

were stolen.  

A vehicle suspected to have been involved in the burglary was found damaged by fire nearby but, following an 

investigation, no further lines of enquiry were identified at the time. 

Then, earlier this year, Kent Police's Rural Task Force carried out a warrant near Hoo and a number of items suspected 

to be stolen were seized. 

An officer noticed that a power saw, a concrete breaker, an angle grinder and batteries had been marked as property 

of the company previously burgled near Ashford and the items have since been returned to their rightful owner. 

PC Michael Sutton, of the Rural Task Force, said: 'The theft of these tools must have caused considerable frustration 

to this company, but I am pleased we have now been able to return them, albeit after some time. 

'This case shows the importance to firms of labelling equipment and other items in a way which cannot easily be 

removed. 

'Items should also be logged on a property list, recording the make, model, serial number and description, which will 

help us reunite any stolen items with victims if they are later recovered. 

'I would also urge rural businesses to ensure they have CCTV and alarms at their premises and that any heavy 

machinery is fitted with immobilisers and trackers.'  

For more crime prevention advice, visit www.kent.police.uk/cp/crime-prevention/ 

https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.kent.police.uk%2Fcp%2Fcrime-prevention%2F&data=04%7C01%7CCatherine.Stevens%40kent.police.uk%7Ca9213d40cd204174aa7f08d9768cbfe5%7Cf31b07f09cf940db964d6ff986a97e3d%7C0%7C0%7C637671169192780746%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=evKozT541X27fB8YP4xwqwRckPm1vdy3Gzy66N6mGi0%3D&reserved=0


New Schools Officers are supporting Kent’s young people 

School pupils are receiving additional support on issues including bullying, drugs and online exploitation following 
the start of a new Kent Police initiative. 
 
The first new recruits of a dedicated team of Schools Officers visited classrooms for the first time this term, in order 
to engage with young people and help to address some of the issues that concern them the most. The new initiative, 
which is believed to be the largest of its kind in the UK, also seeks to equip students with the skills and confidence to 
keep themselves and others safe at all times. 
 
So far the team consists of 25 officers supporting around 60 secondary schools. Each school has been introduced to 
its very own officer who will provide a single point of contact for young people, as well as educational professionals, 
partner agencies, parents and guardians. 
 
It is anticipated that by early next year, most secondary schools, pupil referral units and independent specialist 
schools in Kent & Medway will each have a dedicated officer who will support students, teachers and parents.  
 
The new team, formed as part of the national uplift programme, will see police officers dedicated to working within 
these environments and will complement the work of others already undertaking engagement in the educational 
setting such as PCSO Youth Engagement Officers and Community Safety Teams.  
 
The aim of the new team is to identify and disrupt criminal activity including exploitation, protect vulnerable 
children, be a positive influence on young people, provide early intervention and overall reduce the fear of crime 
amongst students. 
 
The newly formed role will cover many areas of policing including; child safety, reducing fear of crime, safeguarding, 
signposting, intervention, identifying children at risk of exploitation, crime education, promotion of the police service 
as a career and will ensure a visible presence in secondary schools in Kent. 
 
Over the summer holidays, Schools Officers have been engaging with young people during holiday clubs and youth 
events. In Maidstone, they visited youngsters at the summer camps at Barracuda’s, Tonbridge and Maplesden 
Noakes. Their visits were warmly received by the children, parents and staff. 
 
Schools Officers also joined Youth Engagement Officers across Gravesend and Dartford during the school summer 
holidays to reconnect with young people following the pandemic that saw schools closed for a long duration. 
 
In Maidstone, Schools Officers responded to reports from residents of anti-social behaviour and drug dealing at a 
local park. Officers engaged with young people at the park, identified the issues and have been working with partner 
agencies to improve the lighting, for example. They have also been patrolling the area and on one occasion arrested 
a man for possession of class B drugs.   
 
Superintendent Pete Steenhuis said: ‘Kent Police is very much invested in young people and always looking at ways 
to enhance the provisions around schools, and other educational settings across the county. 
 
‘The intention is to invest further in educational settings to make sure children feel safe, create a positive experience 
between young people and law enforcement and detect and prevent harm including exploitation. 
 
‘We want this to have a really positive impact on students and will hopefully build good relationships, which I know 
will not only aid staff and pupils in schools but also within the wider community.’ 
 
Samantha Matthews, Child Centred Policing Manager for Kent Police said: ‘This team represents Kent Police’s 
commitment to child centred policing. The core purpose of the Schools Officers is to work with schools and 
educational establishments to provide a visible and accessible police presence, working closely with young people 
and ensuring their voices are heard. 
 
‘The overarching aim long term is to create a respectful and positive culture of how young people and the police 
interact.’ 
 



95 people arrested during national week of action 

Kent Police arrested 95 people during a national week of action against drug driving. 

Of those arrested between Monday 23 and Sunday 29 August 2021 16 were for excess drugs and 79 were for 

motorists driving whilst being unfit through drink or drugs. 

During this campaign Kent Police’s Roads Policing Unit worked with partners to ensure public safety and identify 

suspects who recklessly drug drive. 

Officers carried out 22 roadside drug wipes ensuring those who break the law are arrested and sufficient evidence is 

collected. 

Chief Inspector Elena Hall from Kent Police’s Roads Policing Unit said: ‘Driving under the influence of drugs is an 

inexcusable and selfish offence that places offenders, other road users and pedestrians in significant danger. 

‘A huge majority of road users are responsible, but it is always sad to see that a number of people choose to break a 

law that has been designed to protect lives. 

‘It is an offence that we, and the courts, take extremely seriously and offenders can expect to receive a significant 

fine alongside a driving ban.’ 

Kent Police’s Roads Policing Unit also targeted speeding motorist between Monday 26 July and Sunday 8 August. 

During this campaign officers issued 238 notices and a further 2801 camera offences were recorded from across the 

county. 

Speeding and drug driving make up two of the ‘fatal factors’ that contribute to the highest number of road collisions 

resulting in deaths and serious injuries, along with not wearing a seatbelt and using a mobile phone or other 

electronic device at the wheel. 

Chief Inspector Hall added: ‘Drivers need to take responsibility for their actions and need to remember that the 

faster your speed, the less time you have to react to unforeseen hazards or mistakes from other drivers and the 

greater the impact any collision may be. 

'We are passionate about changing bad driving behaviour on our roads to protect all those that use them, not only 

during national operations but every day when officers are on patrol.' 

 

Suspect charged with multiple offences after Ashford van robbery 

A suspected robber has appeared in court charged with multiple theft offences. 

Pete Osbourne, of no fixed address, appeared before Folkestone Magistrates' Court on Wednesday 8 September 

2021. 

Following an investigation by Kent Police's East Kent Criminal Investigation Department, the 35-year-old has been 

charged with: 

• The robbery of a delivery van in Ninn Lane, Ashford on Monday 6 September, and driving without insurance and a 

licence in relation to the same incident. 

• Two counts of theft from motor vehicles after items were stolen from cars in Chart Road, Ashford on Monday 6 

September. 

• The burglary of a shed in the same road on the same day. 

• Attempted burglary in relation to three sheds which were tampered with in College Road, Ashford on Wednesday 

25 August. 

• Shoplifting of alcohol from a supermarket in Kimberley Way, Ashford on Tuesday 7 September. 

Mr Osbourne was remanded in custody and the case was adjourned to Canterbury Crown Court on Monday 11 

October. 



Crime Prevention Advice 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Fraud Advice 
 
Emma Swietochowski-Hay is the Fraud Prevention Co-ordinator for the East Division, her role includes creating 
awareness of current fraud trends and scams and offering prevention advice as well as visiting vulnerable and repeat 
victims of fraud so please contact her if you need any assistance. 
 
There are numerous types of frauds and scams – romance fraud, phishing, investment scams, courier fraud, charity 
donation fraud, lottery scams and many more.  

• Do not give personal details to anyone over the phone before verifying their credentials 

• Have up-to-date anti-virus software on your computer  

• Remember that banks and financial institutions will not send you an email asking you to click on a link and 
confirm your bank details. Do not trust such emails, even if they look genuine. You can always call your bank 
using the phone number on a genuine piece of correspondence 

• Destroy and preferably shred receipts with your card details on and post with your name and address on 

• Be extremely wary of post, phone calls or emails offering you deals. If an offer seems too good to be true, it 
probably is! 

• If you have been a victim of fraud, be aware of fraud recovery fraud. This is when fraudsters pretend to be a 
lawyer or a law enforcement officer and tell you they can help you recover the money you’ve already lost. 

 
Action Fraud is the national fraud reporting service. It assesses incidents and gives advice to the caller. It also 
forwards information to NFIB (National Fraud Intelligence Bureau) who develop investigative and intelligence 
packages for the police service (and other agencies) to action and arrest offenders. If you think you or someone you 
know has been a victim of a scam, report it immediately to www.actionfraud.police.uk . If you have paid money or 
shared your bank details, contact your bank’s fraud team straight away. 
Always remember the advice of “Take Five which is Stop, Challenge and Protect” and the ABC message: 

A- never assume a caller, email or text is genuine. 
B- never believe a caller, email or text is genuine. 
C- always confirm by contacting a trusted number, family member, friend, your bank’s fraud department or the 

police to check if it’s genuine. 
 

 Get the latest scam updates and advice: 

• Sign up to the Kent Fraud Alert System – stephen.kelly@kent.police.uk 

• Visit www.actionfraud.police.uk 

https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.actionfraud.police.uk%2Fprotect-yourself%2Ffraud-recovery-fraud&data=04%7C01%7CCatherine.Stevens%40kent.police.uk%7Cf337e9fe548e4546c00f08d97c588821%7Cf31b07f09cf940db964d6ff986a97e3d%7C0%7C0%7C637677541941786572%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=p3VkcJnOIiy2XsztHOmDZDZnosSuVO7xfSq65e5mUBU%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.actionfraud.police.uk%2F&data=04%7C01%7CCatherine.Stevens%40kent.police.uk%7Cf337e9fe548e4546c00f08d97c588821%7Cf31b07f09cf940db964d6ff986a97e3d%7C0%7C0%7C637677541941796528%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=P6yVBOUBsS3jpMmUEQcfyashr0u135ABqjDN05T%2FD5g%3D&reserved=0
mailto:stephen.kelly@kent.police.uk
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.actionfraud.police.uk%2F&data=04%7C01%7CCatherine.Stevens%40kent.police.uk%7Cf337e9fe548e4546c00f08d97c588821%7Cf31b07f09cf940db964d6ff986a97e3d%7C0%7C0%7C637677541941796528%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=P6yVBOUBsS3jpMmUEQcfyashr0u135ABqjDN05T%2FD5g%3D&reserved=0


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 



 



 

 



 

 



Pop Up Café - On Wednesday 13th October, between 11am and 1pm, I will be attending the 

Pop-Up Café at Great Chart Village Hall. If you can, please come along for a chat.  

 

 

TAKE CARE AND STAY SAFE  

 

Catherine Stevens PCSO 46059869 

Community Safety Unit| Ashford Police Station | 

East Division 

Please do not use this email to report incidents. 
 
Please follow us on Twitter @kentpoliceash or visit 
our website https://www.kent.police.uk/ 
 
For non-emergency crime, please contact us via the 
Kent Police website: 
 
https://www.kent.police.uk/ro/report/ 
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