
REPORT TO GREAT CHART with SINGLETON PARISH COUNCIL 2026 
 
Dear Council 
I can report a very positive meeting with the new CH INSP at Ashford, Jennifer Bassan. 
It was a very proactive  meeting and a much better climate and working relationship 
appears on the cards from the last holder of the post, time will tell. 
 
 
I attended on Tuesday 6th October one of my normal one to one meetings with the Crime 
Commissioner Matthew Scott. He has over the years been a solid supporter of my work 
and to me personally. 
The meeting updates him on all my NHW work and especially features my close work 
with councils like yourself. 
We discussed my opposition the 43 police forces down to 12 as I personally feel it does 
not bode well for neighbourhood policing based on “Peelian Principles “ in 
communities.  
 
I also voiced my opposition to the government’s proposal of the removal of the posts of 
Crime Commissioners. With my work I need an independent person I can go to when 
the police fail to meet public expectations. The thought of no PCC and the police 
reassuring the police all is well causes me great concern. 
 
 

 
 
I spent time in deep discussions with the Commissioner about the Governments Early 
Release Scheme of prisoners. 
This has the makings of a disaster, and I do not say that to alarm you. We will not be 
remembered for the thousands that go right but will be haunted by the one catastrophic 
failure of the system. It must not happen in our area and district. 
 



We must all make ourselves available if approached to signpost victims towards the 
police if problems occur, especially Domestic Abuse victims. 
You will see I posted considerable guidance that the PCC sent to me immediately after 
the meeting. 
 
I am still disappointed that no formal statement has been put out over the scaling back 
of the Police School team. I understand it will just be 2 x PCSOs to cover all schools in 
the District. 
For me I believe in a prevention-based approach as you know, and being in schools 
discussing the types of crimes that concern the community. Catapults, Scooters, ASB 
and even issues like Violence Against Women and Girls etc etc are classic examples. 
 
The police are poor communicators and there was no formal announcement of the 
CLO’s posts going, now the school’s team and even the lack of announcement of a new 
CH Inspector for Ashford. 
 
That said, if we are close and tight in our partnership, clear in our communications and 
focused on the business we press on serving the residents of your parish. 
You will recall I said the strength for the community is in you all and the council in the 
room tonight. The debacle of LGR is a classic example of we battle on together. 
The period of  HALF TERM SCHOOL HOLIDAYS, HALLOWEEN and NOVEMBER the 5th. All 
had the chance of causing Anti Social Behaviour and to date they have! 
 

EARLY RELEASE OF PRISIONERS GUIDANCE 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 









 
 
 
 
 
In closing I am pleased to inform you that I was invited to be a key note speaker at the 
English and Welsh National Neighbourhood Watch Conference in October and I am 
pleased to report it went very well and received good feedback. 
Much of my presentation reflected the working relationships with people like yourselves 
and the councils you serve on. I hope my presentation steered others along the same 
route to help their communities. 
 
I am starting to build my plan for 2027 which will be ready for another challenging year 
ahead. 
 
As always, thank you for your great solid support for Neighbourhood Watch and indeed 
for me personally, I am very grateful. 
 
Stay safe, secure, alert and vigilant 
Peter 
 
 
Peter New 
Community Neighbourhood watch 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


