
REPORT TO GREAT CHART with SINGLETON PARISH COUNCIL APRIL 2023 
 
Sadly, in recent weeks across the East of Kent there have been numerous incidents of rogue 
traders/bogus callers calling on communities especially trying to target the elderly and 
vulnerable. One case was referred to me by your clerk. 
 
These criminals will work to seek out and find our vulnerable and our elderly persons in the 
community. They often call back if they “strike lucky”. 
 
Rural areas are attractive to them and recently there have been incidents across East Kent 
and especially in nearby villages like Smeeth, Brabourne and Mersham. However, they have 
now started to appear in town areas. Thankfully, as yet not in SINGLETON & GREAT CHART 
but they are active in the area and it’s been very close on occasions! 
 
Importantly I intercepted a rogue trader in Kennington and saved a family £800. I have also 
provided considerable intelligence of CCTV and vehicle/person photographs and I am in 
touch with the Lead officer for East Kent on this problem. 
 
The Electricity/fuel costs issue has presented a golden opportunity for approaches to 
households to reduce energy costs with upgraded roof insulation. Normally two persons call 
at a property and one will enter the loft. The occupier is then called upstairs to answer a few 
questions about existing insulation and the other criminal downstairs, filling out bogus 
paperwork, will look to gather up any items like cash, handbags, wallets, and phones. 
 
I have sat with people who have been conned. It is absolutely stomach turning. 
 
Some elderly people are so embarrassed they do not tell family or friends so we are 
completely unaware and cannot push out alerts, warnings, or crime prevention advice. 
 
Sadly, some victims never ever regain their confidence! 
 
The other great concern now is rogue traders calling looking to carry out unsolicited work. 
 
A job quoted as £100 suddenly becomes £1000 and threats and intimidation occur to obtain 
the monies. Our advice must be…….. 
NEVER EVER AGREE TO UNSOLICITED WORK ON YOUR DOORSTEP NO MATTER HOW 
CHEAP AND ATTRACTIVE THE PRICE IS 
You will notice the police alert I sent out however as I stated earlier this has now spread into 
a wider area and we must be alert and vigilant. The advice is……… 
 
IF IN DOUBT DO NOT OPEN THE DOOR 
IF PERSONS REFUSE TO WITHDRAW AND LEAVE CALL 999 IMMEDIATELY GIVING AS MUCH 
OF A DESCRIPTION OF THE PERSONS AS POSSIBLE AND ANY VEHICLE DETAILS. 
 
REMEMBER YOU MAY HAVE ACTED TO STAY SAFE, FURTHER ALONG IN THE COMMUNITY A 
PERSON MAY NOT BE AS CAREFUL OR STRONG MINDED ENOUGH TO RESIST. 
 



THIS IS AN AVOIDABLE AND PREVENTABLE CRIME. PLEASE BE EXTREMELY CAREFUL 

 



 
 

 



 
 



 



You will recall at previous meetings I reported I had launched OPERATION GUARDIAN 
ANGEL to help those who help care/support elderly/vulnerable family members. 
Several families in your area have accepted this assistance to support their loved ones 
 
This has been received well in the community and unless you have experienced the personal 
concerns and worry of supporting family members to still live independently in the 
community, on many occasions on their own, you will not fully appreciate this campaign. 
 

 
The other matter of huge concern to me is 
 
I am very concerned to read reports of sheep worrying and even worse young lambs being 
attacked by dogs. 
This is not just a dreadful crime against defenceless animals but strikes at a person’s 
livelihood which I do not have to labour the point in rural areas. 
 

 



 

 



 
At the time of writing this report I am aware of 2 BMW cars taken in Kennington 
Ashford with the same ‘Mode of Operation” as last year when over 30 high end cars 
(BMWs AUDIs RANGE ROVERS etc) all with keyless ignitions were targeted and 
stolen from properties with criminals using devices to read and open the locking 
systems. 
I am working closely with the Serious Crime Directorate who I assisted last year. 
That work resulted in arrests and persons put before the courts. 
 
 
Dear Peter, 
  
You may have seen this locally, but this was a result of your work and contacts supplying 
info and CCTV to us. 
  
https://www.kentonline.co.uk/kent/news/two-charged-following-theft-of-30-keyless-cars-
278587/ 
  
If you wish thank your contacts on my behalf then please do 
  
Thank you for your help 
Scott 
  
  

 

DC 10255 Scott DRAKE 

  
Address: Canterbury Police Station, Old Dover Road, Canterbury, CT1 3JQ 

www.kent.police.uk 

  
 

 
That work may be needed once again but I also include it into my report to show the value 
and the strength that Neighbourhood Watch brings to a community and in your area 
especially where the solid support of the council, the clerks and individual councillors 
demonstrates that we can help to keep communities that we serve crime free and residents 
free from the fear of being a victim of crime also. 
 
Thank you as always for all your support. 
I am aware that this is an extremely busy time for all councillors and the clerks. 
 
On that point I wish you all well and conclude my report. 
Stay safe, secure, alert and vigilant. 
Peter 
 
Peter New 
Kent Police Volunteer & Community Neighbourhood Watch 
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